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Anatomy of an MSLA Lesson
Reading, writing, and understanding language is a complex combination of activities
in your child’s brain. The left side of the brain helps your child to complete life tasks
such as logic, reasoning, decoding written and spoken language, and mathematical
skills. The right side of your brain helps your child to complete life tasks such as face
recognition, judgment, music and art awareness, 3-D shapes, creativity and
imagination. Both sides of the brain are needed for understanding.
Each activity in the Making Sense of Language
Arts curriculum is designed with this brain-based
learning approach in mind. Every tutoring
session, your child will practice routines to help
strengthen and develop various parts of their
brain. Review the anatomy of a lesson in the
Making Sense of Language Arts curriculum to
understand the various activities your child will
complete and why they are important to your
child’s success.
Midline Exercise
All lessons begin with a midline exercise that emphasizes bilateral integration of the
brain, which means that both sides of the brain are activated at the same time. This is
a critical function for reading, writing, and even things like tying your shoes! MSLA
tutoring sessions begin with activities such as touching your opposite hand to ear,
shoulder, knee, and toes approximately 16 times.
Sound Songs
There are two sound songs in the MSLA curriculum that support phonemic awareness,
which is the ability to hear, identify, and make sense of the different parts of a sound
(a phoneme). Down With the Sounds emphasizes letter sounds. Old MacDonald Had a
Book emphasizes the vowel sounds. Your child is encouraged to sing along with the
sound song videos that are played during the lesson.
Storytime
The ability to produce images in your child’s mind when they read is an important part
of reading comprehension. During the storytime activity, your child will exercise the
parts of their brain that help them to visualize and recall images. Their tutor will ask
them for more details such as colors, shapes, size, setting, and the opportunity to
make inferences based on what they remember. Their tutor will lead them through the
activity using blank foam pieces which further supports brain building.
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Letter Introduction
Research proves that air writing helps people perceive, process, and recognize a letter.
As each letter sound is introduced in a tutoring session, your child will have the
opportunity to practice moving their arm to make the sound 6 times.
Letter Writing Practice
After practicing writing the letter in the air, your child will trace the letter with their
finger, then with a pencil, and finally they will write the letter on their own. Your child
will verbalize the letter sound when they reach the end of a practice row.
Vocabulary Development
Through an activity called Riddle Time, your child will continue to practice recognizing
the parts of a letter sound, or phoneme recognition. They will also develop their
vocabulary. The tutor will share a riddle whose answer begins with the letter sound.
Your child will view an image and call out the solution to the riddle. Learn more about
the Riddle Time activity on page 14 of this guide.
Sensory Activity
Using multiple senses for reading development helps the different parts of your child’s
brain to work together. In this part of the tutoring session, your child’s tutor will
combine listening, speaking, touching, moving, and reading to help structure your
child’s brain for language. Your child will use different materials from their toolkit for
the session.
Writing
This activity reinforces the skills and words introduced throughout the lesson. As the
MSLA curriculum progresses, your child will go from writing a letter to writing a word.
Gestures
Gesturing increases long-term memory and helps to connect words to objects and
abstract thoughts. In this activity, your child’s tutor will offer a prompt, and your child
will complete a gesture.
Matching the Sound
This activity continues to reinforce the skills and words introduced throughout the
lesson. Each lesson will help your child review the letter sound they are focusing on
that day, as well as review letter sounds they previously practiced. Learn more about
the matching activity on page 14 of this guide.
Initial Sounds
Practicing the initial sounds of a word helps to associate sounds with the letters and
the words that they form. In the MSLA initial sounds activity, your child will practice
this skill by working with their tutor to write the letter sound for each of the objects on
the handout, and upload their work.
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Letter Sound Animation
In this activity, a brief video to review the letter sound and vocabulary that was
introduced in the tutoring session. Your child is encouraged to call out what they see
in the video to review and reinforce visualization, sound recognition, and vocabulary
development.
Sight Word Practice
Each lesson will close with a review of 2-3 sight words. While your child is working to
develop the skills to decode the letter sounds, being able to recognize a word
automatically will help them to read more fluently and with less effort. Not only will this
boost their confidence, but it creates more space in their brain to put energy toward
the words that are difficult or unfamiliar to them. By the end of the MSLA curriculum,
your child will practice and review more than 90 sight words.
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Student Toolkit
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Basic Technology Needs
Your child’s virtual participation in the Making Sense of Language Arts (MSLA)
program will require you to use a few pieces of equipment. Your child will need to use a
computer, tablet, or smartphone that has the following features:
● An internet connection: You will need broadband, wired, or wireless internet
connection
● A mouse, trackpad, or touch screen: During each lesson, your child will be asked
to participate in interactive activities that require them to drag objects across a
screen. The computer, tablet, or smartphone they will use must have either a
mouse, a trackpad, or touchscreen capabilities.
● A screen: You will need a screen to see and interact with your tutor, and to use
the resources and materials in the MSLA program. If your device does not have a
mouse or trackpad, you will want to make sure that you have a touchscreen.
● A camera: You will need a camera so that your tutor can see and interact with
you.
● Speakers: You will need built-in, USB plug-in, or wireless bluetooth speakers in
order to hear and interact with your tutor. You may also wish to plug
headphones into your computer or tablet.
● A microphone: You will need a built-in, USB plug-in, or wireless bluetooth
microphone in order for your tutor to hear and interact with you.
Because writing letters and words are an important part of each lesson, your child will
need to submit photos of their work. You may use a smartphone or ipad to take a
photo and then email it to yourself in order to upload. (More details about uploading
work are available on page 10 of this toolkit).
Your child will attend their virtual tutoring session through the Zoom video
conferencing platform. Following is an overview of all the supported systems, devices,
and browsers that are required in order to use Zoom. If your child is experiencing
challenges accessing Zoom, you may check to see that their device, their browser, and
their operating systems are supported on the platform.
Supported Tablets and Devices
●
●
●

Surface PRO 2 or higher and running Win 8.1 or higher (Note: Tablets running Windows
10 must run Windows 10 Home, Pro, or Enterprise. S mode is not supported.)
IOS and Android devices
Blackberry devices
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Supported Browsers
Windows:
● Internet Explorer 11+
● Edge 12+
● Firefox 27+
● Chrome 30+
MacOS:
● Safari 7+
● Firefox 27+
● Chrome 30+
Linux:
● Firefox 27+
● Chrome 30+

Supported Operating Systems
● macOS X with macOS 10.9 or later
● Windows 10*
(Note: Devices running Windows 10 must run Windows 10 Home, Pro, or
Enterprise. S mode is not supported.)
● Windows 8 or 8.1
● Windows 7
● Ubuntu 12.04 or higher
● Mint 17.1 or higher
● Red Hat Enterprise Linux 6.4 or higher
● Oracle Linux 6.4 or higher
● CentOS 6.4 or higher
● Fedora 21 or higher
● OpenSUSE 13.2 or higher
● ArchLinux (64-bit only)
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Zoom: Your Virtual Tutoring Platform
For virtual tutoring sessions, your child will use Zoom as their online meeting platform.
The layout will differ depending on the device; so Zoom may look different on their
computer desktop than on their ipad or your iphone, for example.

While the functions are still available on each type of device, notice the differences in
the toolbar. It is a good idea to practice using Zoom with your child, prior to their
child’s tutoring session so that they feel comfortable navigating the different features.

Basic Zoom Functions
Audio and Mute
Allows your child to hear their tutor
After joining or starting a meeting, your child will join
audio by phone or by computer. Choose Join Audio
by computer to connect the computer’s speaker and
microphone to the Zoom meeting. You can test your
child’s audio connection before joining by clicking the
Test Computer Audio link. If you are using external
speakers, click on the arrow tabs next to the
microphone icon to select the equipment you wish to
use for your child’s Zoom meeting.

Once your child has joined the Zoom meeting, you can
control the computer’s microphone using the mute
button on the bottom of your screen.
Use your computer speaker controls to adjust the
audio. During your tutoring session, the doorbell may
ring and make the dog bark, or someone needs to use
the blender, that’s life! Mute yourself to block noise
you don’t want others to hear.
10

Video
This turns your camera on and off and allows your tutor to see you

Before or during a tutoring session, click Settings in
the Zoom app menu. Click on the Video tab to preview
your camera or click the drop-down arrow to choose a
different camera, such as a webcam or document
camera.
During a tutoring session, click Video in the toolbar to start or stop your child’s video.
Please note, when the video is ‘on’, this button will not have a red line through the
image and the text will read ‘stop video’. If you are using an external camera, click on
the arrow tabs next to the video icon to select the equipment you wish to use for your
child’s Zoom tutoring session.

View
This allows you to view participants one at a time or all together
Once you are in your Zoom tutoring session, you are able to
change your view of the participants on your screen. Click the
view button at the top of your screen to utilize the view feature.
The speaker view allows your child to view the person speaking;
and the gallery view allows you to view all participants in group
activities. You can also choose to enter fullscreen mode and use
your entire computer screen to view the tutoring session.

Share Screen
This allows participants to see your screen. You will share your screen as you complete
the Riddle Time and Matching activities in your tutoring session.

Select Share Screen located in your meeting toolbar. Choose to share your desktop,
an individual application, or window.

Reactions
Express your feelings with these emojis during your
tutoring session. Features include hand clap, thumbs
up, heart, sad face, happy face, and celebrate icons.
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Website: Making Sense of Language Arts (MSLA)
All of the materials and resources for the MSLA program are accessible through the
student login page on the MSLA website. Students and tutors will enter a user name
and password to access the materials. This offers a secure location to access your
Zoom-based tutoring sessions. Your child will also log into the website to submit
homework assignments.

Access the student log-in page
Access the student log-in page by clicking on the words “student log-in” at the top
right of your screen. Enter the password provided by the MSLA administrator and click
submit. Once you are on the student dashboard, you may wish to download the
student workbook used throughout the curriculum. The student workbook includes all
of the activities that your child will do both in the lesson and as extra practice
between tutoring sessions.

Schedule of lessons
The MSLA curriculum is centered around the letter sounds, and therefore does not
progress in alphabetical order. Follow this schedule of lessons below, and click on the
links as they appear on your screen from left to right.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pre-Evaluation
Lesson 1: b sound
Lesson 2: f sound
Lesson 3: m sound
Lesson 4: k sound
Lesson 5: t sound
Lesson 6: n sound
Lesson 7: a sound
Lesson 8: i sound
Evaluation #1
Lesson 9: d sound
Lesson 10 (tutor’s option): b/d sound
Lesson 11: h sound
Lesson 12: j sound
Lesson 13: r sound
Lesson 14: p sound
Lesson 15: s sound
Lesson 16: e sound
Lesson 17: o sound
Evaluation #2
Lesson 18: c sound
Lesson 19: v sound

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Lesson 20: g sound
Lesson 21: l sound
Lesson 22: w sound
Lesson 23: z sound
Lesson 24: x sound
Lesson 25: qu sound
Lesson 26: y sound
Lesson 27: u sound
Post-Evaluation
Lesson 28: long a vowel teams
Lesson 29: long e vowel teams
Lesson 30: long i vowel teams
Lesson 31: long o vowel teams
Lesson 32: long u vowel teams
Evaluation #3: Long Vowel Teams
Lesson 33: th sound
Lesson 34: ch sound
Lesson 35: sh sound
Lesson 36: ph sound
Lesson 37: wh sound
Evaluation #4: Digraphs
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Superhero icons
Your child will access activities at different points in the tutoring session by clicking on
the different superheroes.

Zoom Meeting
You will click on this superhero to access their Zoom-based
tutoring session with their tutor. Remember to use the unique ID
and password that your MSLA administrator has provided in
order to access the tutoring session.

Matching Activity
You will click on this superhero to access the Matching activity.
(Don’t forget to share your screen so your tutor can follow along
while you complete the activity!)

Riddle Time Activity
You will click on this superhero to access the Riddle Time activity.
(Don’t forget to share your screen so your tutor can follow along
while you complete the activity!)

Upload Work
Click on this superhero in order to upload photos of your written
assignments. On the next page, learn more details about how to
upload your work.
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Upload your work
STEP #1: Assist your child with typing in their first
and last name. Keep in mind that any errors in the
spelling of your child’s name will show up on their
electronic certificate they will receive after successful
completion of the evaluation or assignment.
Make sure the email address you use is accessible
because this is how your child will receive an
electronic certificate. You should also try to use the
same email address each time your child has to
complete an evaluation and upload their work.

STEP #2: Again, type in your child’s first and last
name. Make sure that you spell your child’s name
correctly so it appears correctly on the certificate of
completion.

STEP #3: To upload your child’s work, you can click
upload and take the photo or upload a saved photo
on your device.

STEP #4: Once your child has completed the
questions on the evaluation/upload work, then they
will receive a certificate of completion. Your child will
have several opportunities to complete the
evaluation. You can also download and print the
certificate and post it to boost their reading
confidence.

14

Riddle Time & Matching Activities
Riddle Time and Matching Activities are important interactive exercises in each lesson.
These activities help to make learning accessible and engaging-- especially if your
student is the type of learner who may get more out of visual or interactive
experiences, rather than oratory or auditory learning modalities. To access these
activities, you will click on the corresponding superhero to access the activity. Then,
share your screen so that your tutor can view as you complete the activity.

Riddle Time

In the riddle time activity, the
tutor will read a riddle or clue
and ask your child to guess the
answer by dragging one of the
stars on the left side of the riddle
time slide to the object in the
picture. If your child is using an
ipad, they will use their finger to
drag the shape. If your child is
using a desktop or laptop, they
will use the mouse to drag the
shape.

Matching Activity

In the matching activity, your
student will drag each object to
the correct letter sound, and sort
all
objects
before
pressing
submit. They will have unlimited
attempts to get the correct
sound. If your child is using an
ipad, they will use their finger to
drag the shape. If your child is
using a desktop or laptop, they
will use the mouse to drag the
shape.
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